
upcoming events 
 

Football Senior Night 
vs Kenmare 

7:00pm, Nedrose Field 

NO SCHOOL: 
Labor Day Holiday 

 

Volleyball Senior Night 
vs Bottineau 

7:00pm, BR Gymnasium 

Penance Service 

2020 BR Homecoming Week 
Stay tuned for more information 

coming soon about the 
week’s days and themes. 

GLORY DAY! 
Homecoming Mass 

& Coronation 
1:30pm 

BR School Board Meeting 
BR Library, 5:15pm 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

-mark your- 
calendars 

 

2020 Cor Christi Gala 
5:30pm, The Grand Hotel 
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Bishop Ryan Catholic School Office Information 

Mrs. Benson and Mrs. Selk can help you find any school-related information 
or put you in touch with any staff or faculty member! 

Contact them at (701) 838-3355, then extension 2 or 3. 

School is off to a great start, and in all my years at Bishop Ryan, I’ve never 
sensed the level of joy and excitement that I’ve sensed in the last week. Yet, 
what is important is that we keep this ship moving. We have already seen 
one area school move to distance learning, and I fully expect Gov. Burgum to 
increase the state’s risk level to yellow this week. With that in mind, I want to 
touch on how our plan deals with close contacts, which are certain to arise. 
 

You are essential. One of the messages that has been part of the 
COVID-19 narrative is that there are essential people and unessential people. Essential people 
are those we can’t do without, and unessential people are those whose roles are deemed less 
important. Interestingly, people deemed essential get to go on with their lives even if they are in 
“close contact” (within six feet for 15 minutes cumulative over 24 hours) with people who test 
positive for COVID-19, while those who don’t make the essential cut are told to stay home. 
Nevermind that according to North Dakota’s statistics, 56% of people who have tested positive 
for COVID-19 are asymptomatic, which means that potentially 56% of those “essential people” 
who continue on with their lives despite being a close contact could be COVID-19 positive. On 
the other hand, it seems probable that an even larger percentage of people not classified as 
“essential” could be banished to their homes for a full two weeks and never test COVID-positive. 
The only difference between those who can carry on and those who can’t is their perceived 
importance to the larger economy. 
 

What if the macro-economically based distinction between essential and unessential people 
doesn’t hold? What if everyone is essential? What if our teachers are essential to our students’ 
learning and our parents’ freedom to continue putting food on the table? What if our students 
are essential because quarantining based on a probability is riskier to the overall health and 
safety of a family than staying in school while healthy?  
 

The aforementioned questions are not merely rhetorical. The administration and school board 
think that you are essential, or at least we believe that we are not in a position to adjudicate your 
status. I think we need to be ready as a school to tolerate the emergence of positive cases 
without having our knees buckle. This means keeping students in school and keeping essential 
staff at work, not only here, but across our community. To see what this concretely means for 
your family if you have a student identified as a close contact, please take a look at the table on 
the next page.  
 

Mitigation is important, and so is keeping the school open for in-person instruction. Let’s have a 
great year! 

You are Essential. 



My Student is a Close Contact; Now What? 
These protocols for students are based upon the North Dakota Department of Health’s “Critical Infrastructure 
Workers and Covid-19 Exposures Fact Sheet”. Please note: 
 NDHSAA does not allow student-athletes identified as close contacts to participate. So while an 
asymptomatic non-residential close contact student-athlete could be at school, they would not be allowed to 
practice with the team or compete. 
 Student residential close contacts are required to quarantine if directed by the First District Health Unit or 

the ND Department of Health. 

Student is asymptomatic (no symptoms) Student develops symptoms 
found on BRCS Daily Health Checklist 

The student may attend school 
under the following conditions: 

 

1) The student must be closely observed 
for any developing symptoms. 

 

2) The student must wear a mask 
at all times while at school 
for 14 days after exposure. 

 

3) The student must socially distance 
themselves as much as possible. 

 

4) The student must carefully and 
thoroughly practice healthy hygiene habits. 

 

5) The student may test 
at the discretion of their primary physician. 

The student must not 
come to school. 

 

Unless it is an emergency, 
DO NOT GO to a clinic or hospital 

without first calling ahead. 
Calling first will help the clinic or 

hospital manage your process. 
 

If the student becomes ill and tests 
negative at any time during their 

monitoring period, they still need to 
remain under self-quarantine for the 

remainder of the 14 days. 
 

If the student becomes sick 
while at school, the student will be 

sent home immediately.  
The student may choose to follow 

recommendations of the CDC, 
First District Health Unit, 

and North Dakota Department of Health 
to quarantine for 14 days from last exposure 

in response to a confirmed Covid-19 case. 

Student Identified as a Non-Residential Close Contact of a Positive Covid-19 Case 

School Picture Days Are Coming Up! 
We’ll be taking school pictures on September 9th and 10th, 

so don’t forget those picture packets and don’t forget your smiles! 
 

Here’s the lineup: 
 Wednesday, September 9th  

Mrs. Grunenwald’s MWF Little Lions 
Mrs. Morris’ and Mrs. Schneider’s Kindergarten Readiness  

12:15-12:30 Mrs.Grunenwald M/W/F Afternoon  
Grades K-5 

 

Thursday, September 10th   
Mrs. Grunenwald TR Little Lions  

Grades 6-12 



After losing a close contest at Trinity, the Lions are finding 
their footing, rebounding with a solid win over Carrington. 

Next up: Senior Night vs Kenmare on Friday, September 4th 
at 7:00pm at our home-away-from-home, Nedrose Field.  

With many tournaments canceled for this year, 
regular-season matches will be the building ground for the 
girls this season. Coming up: The ladies travel to Nedrose 
next Tuesday before hosting their first home stand of the 
season and Senior Night on Thursday against Bottineau.  

 

The season is off to a strong start for the Lions! On the 
boys’ side, we’ve seen many BR names on the placing lists 

and strong team showings in the Top Five. The girls are 
young but they’re competing well, and there’s excitement in 

seeing how far they go. Both teams will be competing at 
next Tuesday’s Stanley Invite. 

 

GO LIONS! 

Are you a licensed 
substitute teacher? 

Bishop Ryan’s Reasonable Restart plan requires 
additional substitute teachers to help keep our 

classes in session when a faculty member might 
not be able to teach, so we’re looking for interested 

teachers to add to our substitute teaching list. 
A current substitute teaching license is required. 

If you’re considering what substitute teaching 
looks like and how our health plan works to keep 

teachers and students safe and healthy, 
please contact Mrs. Steckler (tsteckler@brhs.com) 

or Mr. Lee (clee@brhs.com) 
at (701) 838-3355 for more information. 

Let’s Talk About: Free Lunch for Students 
Under a waiver extension recently granted by the USDA, all students will now receive free meals at Bishop Ryan through 
December 31st, 2020. This means ALL students will receive free breakfasts and lunches, regardless of their free/reduced 
status, and as a parent, there’s nothing that you need to do to take advantage of the opportunity.  
 

Here are some helpful facts about free meals for students: 
     ● All students will receive free breakfasts and lunches at Bishop Ryan. There is nothing parents need to do, as this 
        program applies to all students. 

     ● This program will be retroactive to August 31st, 2020. Starting with breakfast and lunch this past Monday, you will not  
        see charges for meals coming from your child’s lunch account. Any money that you have paid to your account for lunch  
        and breakfast will stay on your account for when charges resume after the Christmas break. 

     ● We will continue to accept and process Free and Reduced Lunch Applications to ensure that status will be applied  
        when charges resume in January 2021. If you have already filled out an application and been considered reduced or  
        denied, you will not be charged for meals until January 2021. If you’re considering, please remember that Free and 
        Reduced Lunch Applications also help provide our school with valuable Title I Funding. 

     ● Individual milks (like the ones offered at snack time) are not covered by this waiver. You will still see those charged to  
        your account. 

     ● This program is scheduled to cover the rest of the 2020 year, but if funding runs out and charges resume before 
        January 1st, 2021, USDA will share that information in advance of charges resuming. 
 
Encourage your children to eat breakfast and lunch at school, as this program benefits our families and our school! 

NOTES TO KNOW 
for lion fans 

Along with everything else, COVID-19 is affecting our 
sports seasons and different schools are handling things 
in different ways. In our best attempt to keep you 
informed, please remember these three details: 
 

- THE BR WEBSITE CALENDAR WILL ALWAYS BE  
   THE MOST UP-TO-DATE CALENDAR. 
Any changes, postponements or cancellations will be 
posted at bishopryan.com/calendar as soon as we know 
about them, so please check that calendar for the most 
updated event information. All changes will also be 
posted on our RenWeb calendar and the 
Bishop Ryan app calendar, but those changes can 
sometimes be delayed in their system updates. 
 

-IF WE RECEIVE VENUE INFORMATION FROM  
  HOSTING SCHOOLS, WE’LL SHARE THAT WITH  
  THE EVENT INFORMATION ON OUR WEBSITE  
  CALENDAR. 
When you view the upcoming events on our 
homepage or click on an event on the website 
calendar, any information that we’ve received 
regarding COVID-related procedures and notes will 
be shown. In this way, you’ll know things like if 
attendance is limited, masks are required, concessions 
are open, or where to find a live stream of the event. 
 

-ADMISSION FOR BR HOME GAMES WILL BE  
  PAY-AT-THE-DOOR ONLY. 
With the uncertainty surrounding events and 
schedules, the decision was made to forgo sports 
passes this year. Fans will pay admission at the door, 
and all Bishop Ryan K-12 students have been issued 
student passes to grant them free admission to home 
events when conditions allow. 



Our annual “Dreams Can Come True” raffle winners were introduced 
after our Back-to-School Celebration on August 25th, 
and along with sharing the great news of the winners, 

we’re also excited to share that 944 tickets were sold for this year’s drawing, 

resulting in over $62,000 to support Bishop Ryan Catholic School! 
 

Thank you to all who sold tickets, all who bought tickets, and the amazing businesses 
who took part: your support of Bishop Ryan is very much appreciated! 

 

Here are our 2020 “Dreams Can Come True” winners: 
                     $20,000 cash:  Don Cartier, Minot 
               $15,000 I. Keating Shopping Spree:  Mary Eide, Minot 
         Turbo Como Pedal Assist E-Bike from Val's Cyclery:  Adolph and Elaine Jundt, Minot 
         $2,000 Homesteaders Gift Card:  Greg Campbell, Grafton 
      Beretta A400 12-Gauge Shotgun from Spartan Firearms:  Theresa Glascock, Minot 
              75" Sony HD Smart TV from Pacific Sound:  Verla Geinert, Minot 
           $500 Groceries at Marketplace:  Jay Lundeen, Minot 
           $500 Groceries at Marketplace:  Debbie Richter, Williston 
              $500 BRCS Scrip:  Cheryl and Justin Trainer, Minot 
                   $500 Joe's Stop & Shop Gift Card:  Nick Settel, Minot 

Are We Staying In Touch? 
We’ve been hearing that some parents aren’t receiving school emails, and we’ve been in 

communication with RenWeb about the issue. We’ve also made all available updates on our side, 
but we’ve been informed that some email addresses through the major servers like Gmail and iCloud 
are working through reception issues. If you feel like you’re not in the loop, please contact Mrs. Selk or 

Mrs. Benson and make sure we have the correct email address on file. 
In the meantime, we’re posting copies of all administrative emails at: 

www.bishopryan.com/email 

It’s Time to Meet ParentsWeb 
All Bishop Ryan parents have access to a personalized online family portal account that offers access to things 
like student information, school information, a school calendar, announcements, and current lunch account 
balances. When accessed on a web browser or via our website, ParentsWeb is free. A RenWeb Home app is also 
available for download and use at a cost of $4.99 per year. 
 
We’ve developed a ParentsWeb Guide to help with everything from setting up your account to navigating the sys-
tem, and you can find it at bishopryan.com/parentsweb. To create your account, you must use the email address 
that you have on file with the school. If you need help or have questions in accessing your profile, please contact 
the administration office. 

Don’t forget to search for “Bishop Ryan Catholic School” 
in your Android or Apple app store 

to take us with you wherever you go! 




